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The De Havilland Otter float plare took off in a roar,

_ ifted from the river, and disappeared behind a hill. A few

__ 'T;':IBI'HEFI‘EE later, the engine roar vanished altogether, and
-L-r;::.-we were left alone in the wilderness, abave the Arctic Circle,
| in Nunavut, Northern Canada. The silence was deafening.
Six men, two raft boats, twelve days and a hundred
kilometers of river to flpat and fish. What a prospect!

Iy Nils Rinaldi
Photas by Nils Rinaldi
and Mlan holoed

mm Had flown all this way from

l Europe, eager to fish for that
anadromons fish rarelv sought

after hj.r adipose aficionados, the

majestic arctic chur, This exploratory

trip was organized by GetAway Tours.,

2 Danish travelling-and - fighing
company. It was the [irst time the
company had run the trip. so the
tour leader Kim Jergensen was hoth
anxious and excited abowt the fishing
we were to encounter. Wewere going
primarily for the large char that
were H.'li.l.t Lo run up the river, but we
expected alsoto get by-catches of

lake tront

andl graviing.

Om the beach

where the bugh pilot dropped

us, we started o build the raft

pats, taking our time. Too much

if you ask me, as [ was eager

to swing my Spey rod over
Home Pool, and get some solid
pulls fiom the fabled arctic char,
I had Lo help my Oshing pariners in
the preparatory stages of the trip, and
tricd not to think too much about the
fishing. We finished assembling the
rafll boats, and then set up the (enls
tor the night. If youcancall it a night
forat these lativudes ai that time of
vedAr, you can read your newspaper at
midnight without a flaghlight! You can

also fish non-stop until vou drop...

at giaa PM having eaten
one of the quick dry-food
lunches Kim had brought.
We quickly agreed that these
were practical: nodishes (o wash and
ready in an eye -blink. Then | headed
Lo the river along with my travel
companions, ull of expectation. The
first half-hourwas lahorious, as |
had to get back in mv Skagit casting
rligi i aller a vedr's breale




Alter awhile 1 pot deocnt casts out of
my fourteen-foot rod, and could fish
efficiently. In the middle of the Tun

L got a pull, but the fish decided not
to atay with me, and threw the hook
after a few head jerks. Jeceez..., the
adrenaline was pumping through my
whole body. Unfortunately that was
all Tfelt that night. and my fishing

partners went back to camp with
el sarne resull: no fish aroiand. We
decided to g0 to bed and save cnergy
tor the next day’s fishing.

Bothered by bugs in my tent,
early the next moming, 1 awoke

and, after a quick breakfast; hit the
run close to camp but again without
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success. Even though the place was
remote and pristine, that frst fhllﬁru
tocatch a fish indicated thar we would
have to work hard for every one.

I started Lo think about the
goan] advice my friend Peter had
given me before leaving: " Fish the
arcas downstream from a tributary,
even if this trbutary seems small in
comparison to the main flow”, We
had located such a tributary about one
Kilometer above camp, and decided o
walk up thers 1o give it a shot.

Fim was hoping to land g che
over 5 kilos on this trip; it would set
a new personal record. That feat he

achieved quickly, being the first of us

with 4 bent rod, and after o muscular

fight, landed his first aretic of the trip.

That fish sct n benchmark for the size

- we might expect in the days lo come,

ltwas a beautiful female, measuring
45 inches and weighing an estimated
18 pounds. Wow, what a good start!
The mood in the 1eam lightened
with that nice catch. In order to cover
the water more efficiently, Leibby,
(the only non-Dane of the trip - he
was from Ieeland). and Terosged the
river in order to fish the spot from a
different angle. It turned out to be a
great idea, as T was lucky to land my
first fish, and then quickly added
twis e, Great feeling and it was

good to be back In the game. Leibby
unfortunately did not manage to land
his frat char, bt did make congact
wih twi.

Draring the day. everyhody got
his first char, All catches happened
in a specifie area of the rver from
the |r:i'iu||.-3r_1."s mouth, and some 100
meters downstream. 1L confirmed the
theory we had heard belore, namely
the fish concentrate in specific arcas
ol thie river. Onee you have identified
these spote, the fishing becormes
easler.

We went to bed with a good
day of fishing behind us, in ideal
conditons for the Asherman, high

sun, mice temperamres and only 2
slight breeze, T was relieved to have

a good feeling about my companions
after that first full day of fishing: no
onewas egocentric, over-confident or
unsocial, The coming ten days of the
trip promised o be grear.

The next morning we packed
the camp and loaded the boats for
the first float, which would bring us
to the next hot spot where we would
get up bise, Tt iurned out that there
was quite a distanoe between these
good places. We did stop below a
Few tributarics on oir way, buk these
proved o be fishless.

£In o wWay down , We were
hoping to sec wildlife, but apparontly
theantmals spotted us first, We saw a
].arge bl moose ['mr.n achistance, but
unfortunately the wind wasbhlowing

in the wrong direction so he trotted

away, nostrils pointing upwards o
check our scent. We also saw a fow
isolated eindecr, but It seemed Tike
the main herd had migrated further
narth. The King of the northem
undra, the musk ox, wis another that
é:a:‘llj.-' wie missed seeing,

After having floated five miles
from our initial camping apot, we
passed a narrow part of the river,
where the water became fastand
furious, The skills of our two parsmen
wire tested seclously through that
catvon, but in the end we came
through without harm, just a litle
water onboard. This area s not very
popitlar amaong canoe enthusiasts,
most of them preferring to carry their
craft around that white-water heli,
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After coming through the
CAMVON, W cime across g larper
triputary, and when we floated past
wie gaw several massive char darting
into desper water, We were quick (o
Jjump estt-and start fishii 1g From the
shore. Kobin got a2 beautiful male
char within a few casta: it wazoall red.
with perfect fins, and an im pressive
Jaw. Then everyvthing happened
quickly forwe all caught char within
1o minitey, Often two fishermen
would have fish on at the same time.

I think that among the 6 of us we

caught about twenty fish within two
hours, the amallest measuring at 28
inches; the largest abogt 3.4 inches.
Fhiswas almost oo good 1o be true.
Wi aipessed that the fish liked the
place because [Ewas the (irst cilm
pool they met after a series of I'i:]j!jl'jﬂ
downstrean.

Reapife the g il Tishing, woc :
decided to move on, 35 the ares
did not offer a sood campsite, We
comtinued to float until we came o
another large tributary. On the banks,
there wassolt grass just resdv for

our benls We made camp and could
relax after a full day of discovering
few horizens. We had our usual
*gonrmet” dry food, sitting on the
high bank with a pleasant view af the
area. There was no breeze to keep
the mosgquitoes away, but apart from
these tundra terrorists we really
cnjoved the peace of this faraway
e

As 2'.: each stop, we chnstened
the closest poal “home pool”, and
gave lla Iry before (urning in. A large

SLOME out in the strearn proved o be
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a fizh magnet, and each of us in turm
managed o make contact with fish
close to it

[ was really enjoving catching
these large char, it reminded me of
steethead fahing: big waler, long
Spey rods, large flies, solid pulls and
beautiful fish, 1 decided to continue
fishing while the others crepe into
their tents. At 11 PM, | lost my iy on
the bottotn, and seriously considered
JOning miy Snoring g rtnees, bt
dlecided o tie a new orange Intruder Lo
a fresh leader. This proved a good idea.

I winded guictly into the river,
prepaving o cover the area behind the
large boulder. | was still lengthening
my Skagit casts whien the deep pull
came out of nowhere, at the very
end of the swing, justwhen [ wis
getting ready for a new cast. |act the
inan with a firm vertical I, The fish
scemed calm at first; and pulled line
from my reel steadily. Bal as the first
run contineed unabaled, Tstarted to
worty and knew something serious
wis on the other end. This was
confirmed when o gigantic fsh leapt
otk in the current, some S0 Meters
downstocam. [waded out of the river,
and started running down the bank,
ds fast as Teould among the large
cobblestones. Leibby who was fishing
helow me; started o cast for that Taree
jumping fish, not realising that it had
taken my fly already. I'velled and he
backed out immediotely: T Telil good
to have somebody with meto help
with the landing, should the char sty
connected. At Last 1 managed to work
iy wity level with the fish and could
play it with the odds on my side. Time
had become elastic; it felt as though
I hiad been Gghting the monster (or
an hour. Later Leibby told me ltwas a

inatter of fiffeen minutes....
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| fimally beached a beautiful
male arctic char, with perfect red
finsbordered by a white stripes. In
the right comer of i1s mowth; was
my orange Introder. Toosbd see tha
the fish was big, but | was astounded
when I measured [ 40 inches long, a1
around the middle, and an estimated
weight of 27 pounds! What a stunning
creiiire, potentaaliy o new wordd
record!

Tway st overwhelmed by my hick
at landing this incredible fiah; that |
stopped Ashing and enjoved a cup of
coffee while watching Robin and Lars
expending their last enerpy of theday

in the stroanr. Amazing! Evenin my
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dreams | had not imagined such large
charl

The next day the wind picked ujp,
and the fishing became more difficult.
We fixhed hard all day, and I managed
to catch only one fish, The others did
better, but in the evening the rain
started o gettlein. We receivedd 3 visit
in camp from a young grizzly bear
that seemed to stumble seross usas
It wiandered over the tundra. Kim
welcomed him by throwing stones,
and offit bounded into the bushes.
[ was alittle concerned aboul this
episode at bedtime, 50 | made my
pepper spray bottle ready, incase he

came back in the night.

MNext moming | woke up hearing
rain drops on the tent. The sunny
days were over, too bad 1 thought.
We were reminded that we were very
farup north, for the temperature
dropped dramatically. We decided
L iy it the same camyp today, bl
fished various places arcund it. I
trieel my luck with the large gravling
that were constantly feeding on the
suiface, and managed o catcha
few up to 2o inches. These beanlifil
fish are freshwater's answer to the
zillfizh! The others fished for char,
and landed a few, but it felt as though
the firh felt our presénce and avoided

the area more and more, Accordingly
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we decided to move on the next day.
It wiis pola fun day to pack the
ey, 48 irwas atlll pouring down
but by late morning we launched
the loaded boats not knowing where
our next camping spot would be,
The map showed several promising
tributiries we could fish downstream.
W txplored one after another with
no succeds. We were getting worried,
as we felt we were floating too far
dowm and risked arriving at the pick
wp point too cardy, Rut as one place
after the other proved fishless, we
continued our ffaat, getting ever
closer to the end. Buckets of water
were still falling, and we remembbered

oy

e

1
.
e

that we were closer to the North Pole
than the Eguator for the temperature
was ricaring [meezing point, The boats
glided smoothly northwards,

Al the end of this fishless daw,
we arrived at the pick-up point. We all
knew that somcthing wis very wiong
for we were hore five days before
the end of the trip. We had been told
thut there was a hot apot below
significant ributary eight kilometers
downstream s0 we were really
counting on that spot. We had tricd
to convinee the pilot to come and pick
s up further dovn, but apparently
the river is too wide and shallow fora

floarplane to land. What could we do?

Wewere (oo cold to think rationally
s0 decided to baild a bonfire towarm
our frozen bodies, and to think things
over during the night. Camp was sct
uponce again, and wie all crept into
our tents right away.,

I the morming, the weather
hac eleared along with our nrinds.
Eim decided 1o send a reconnaissance
group ol three, down o that Bamous
huot spot, tosee 50 was worth
apending several days there. Robin,
Leilaby and Twere sent to check it out,
walking hard for two howrs across
harsh tundra. When we arrived, we
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wiere quite tired, and had to wade the
tributary that was running high. With
each other's help, we managed
cross without getting too much
wiater onboard.

Fhen we started Hshing, Quickly
I got a-solid pull, a huge relielas 1
had gone fishless for the last two
days! | landed the average sized char
of about 3o inches. This was a hupe
encouragoment for everyone. The
place teemed with fish, Leibby and
Robinalso scored.

Iwas fishing a pool wading
decply, when a fsh ook 5o hard
that line sceeamed off the reel.
Unfortunately the handle got
stuck in my fishing jacket,
and the fish and |

peirted company:

the leader had broken. Damn, thart
wiaz a pood one! [ fished on, and then
a mew solid tug on my pink intruder.
| fought this one very hard to keep it
out of the main current. | managed
toland it after a fengthy Aeht [twas
another a large male arctic ¢har, 38.5
inches long by 2o in girth, and an
extimatcd weight of 24 pounds,

What o Heb! If was very well
shaped, with an impressive jawand
i belly as red as the maple leaf of the
Canadian flag. Leibhy got saome shots
of the bease before a quick release,
aswe had tohury down to Robin
who was struggling with another
Lawege Osh . We landed this as well,
36.5 inches long! What an amazing
dav! There was electricity in the air,
it seemed a4 if every fish in the river
turncd on at once. We landed 15 fish
in three hours. We were so happy and
relieved and that was probably the
best fishing day of my life.

We walked back as quickly az our
exhausted bodies et us, with plenty
ol good memorics. We were cager [o
share the good news with our friends.
Omn the way home, we surprised a
large bald eagle that took off just
twenty yards from where we stood,
and hovered over the river valley.
What a magnificent sight!

When we arrived in camp,

i waus eagerly waitng for news.

He was relieved to hear about our
fantastic fishing day. As tour leader,
he had considered all the options,
including being picked up by the Hoat
plane early. That would have been o
catastrophe for him, his employer,
and for the fishermen on the trip.

We devided 1o Aoat down with
one poat only. peicked with all the

gear. We had to keep it as light as
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possible, since we knew that the last
daywe would have to pull the heavy
boat back up to the pickup point, eight
kilometers against the current, Twao
rowed, while the rest of s sealled
dowr, i

When we reached the hot spot,
we get "-'T-’-'-'-”""T" on the cobblestones
as close to the river as possible, Lars,
Al]an and Kim, who had not tried the

a-ci: wm allemved m hitit ﬁrsr_ While

......

ntnuﬂtmﬂlﬂn*gg h i

inches long,

We spent another four days on
the fishing spot. which proved to hold
fish over a distance of more that g
miles downstream from the tributary.
Hence, we never fished on each
other's shoulders, and had plenty
ol water to play with. Robin even
managed to land the trip’s largest
lake trout from a deep hole, a boast 34

river: Iwas not foo concerned,; ancil
Kimwarned nye that these anim:als
have a fine sense of smell, capable
of detecting the scent of food from
miles away, He asked me to butcher

the fish well downstream from camp.

| nodeled, and went down, thinking
that the bear would never smell iy

ﬁﬂh nm'l:u! the river. Bu.l wand wuikml

before going to bed, [oan tell vou.

Thefinal dav had arvived:

time to pack camp for the Last tiime,

and drag the boar lpaded with our
gear, up to the pick-up point. We
Enew it wounld be a tough haul, and
had planped to spend eight hours
o 1. Fortunately, we tound a good
technique qﬁhgag‘ling:tht_ 2 atth

M a result of good teamwork we
made our destination within four

o

Our air-taxi came over the hill,
made a frst pass, and then landed
Ao hly an Lhe water, We were
happy to see a fresh face, after having
spent almaost twio weeks among
animals and our little group, looling
themselves a bit like animals with
their beards. not to mention the

amclls... 53

e IwaEwith a Blesilol regret

and lmmunaﬁmsfa.ntmn that 1
boarded the plane. Regret because [
didn 't know when [ wonld experience
sich magic fishing again, aml

when [ might once more fish with
miy companions. The camaraderie
had been great, the landscapes
hresthtaking, and the fisherv kept its
promvize in term of lish siee, number,
ahd not the least, beauty,

I you should have questions

plesse contaet me at: nils@@nilstinaldi,

“com. If you want to book aueh a Ui

with GetAway lours, contact Kim
Jorgensen at: Kimgogetawaytours.
dls. More information at http://
www.nilarinald l.com or http:/ fvww,
grtawaytours.dlk/nwe.
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